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to inform France of the demands which were being made at
St. Petersburg, and to say that German mobilization would
inevitably mean war. He was to "ask the French Govern-
ment if it intends to remain neutral in a Russo-German war.
Answer must be given within eighteen hours." If, contrary
to expectation, France declared its intention to remain neu-
tral, the Ambassador was to demand the turning over of
the fortresses of Toul and Verdun to be held as a pledge of
neutrality and returned after the completion of the war
with Russia.116
At 7:00 P.M., when Baron Schoen went to the Quai
d'Orsay to carry out these instructions, the French Govern-
ment had already learned, from the French Ambassador in
Berlin that Germany had declared "Threatening Danger
of War" in consequence of the Russian general mobiliza-
tion, and that Schoen was about to ask what France's atti-
tude would be.117 Viviani therefore had had time to consult
with Poincare how he should evade a direct answer. In
reply to Schoen's question he simply said: "Let me hope
that extreme decisions can be avoided, and permit me to
take time to reflect." He promised to give an answer at
the expiration of the eighteen hours, that is, on Saturday,
August 1, at 1:00 P.M.118
Next day, when Schoen came before the expiration of
the eighteen hours to repeat his question whether France
would remain neutral, Viviani replied: "France will act in
accordance with her interests." As he made no promise of
neutrality, Schoen naturally said nothing of his secret in-
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